Herr Michael Thomas Harbuck                             

4619 Tiffany Woods Circle

Oviedo, Florida

32765

Mrs. Madeline Albright

Secretary of State of United States of America

Washington D.C. 20520

USA 

The Third of November, 1999

Dear Mrs. Albright, 

   You have traveled quite a bit this year, and I would like to thank you for caring about all persons in our world, as well as bringing us all together.  The difficulties which arise from the different cultures, practices and personalities prove to be a challenge in all corners of our planet.  

   As a gentleman who decided to try his hand outside of our borders, not only have I learned, am still learning, will continue without but have had the opportunities to give aid and service where possible.  The responsibilities of the American citizen who is abroad studying, working, or travelling encompass an unimaginable spectrum, of which all preparation and brochure literature does not do give enough credit to those who have attained the status of ”representative”.  

   Many men and women have taken upon themselves the most difficult tasks allowable.  These positions, often unappreciated, but spiritually the most rewarding, being these the ”lowest” or the most well paid.  

   I am pleased to be able to say to you, that the greater percentage of the persons whom I have met, outside the country, are of the best caliber, and deserve long and loud rounds of applause,  simply for the fact of having the integrity patience and sense of responsibility required for life within areas so vastly, if not alarmingly and shockingly different from what is, since birth, so normal.  

  The mover and shaker; the passive but affective; the observant, these characteristics are within all those, also within all who have taken upon themselves to see and help where possible.  The usage and recognition of this is the starting point.  

   One worry, that which not only myself, but the parents, teachers, and leaders of foreign countries is the lack of positive influence on the children and adolescents.  I would sincerely like to see a change of image in the eyes of these, so that academics receives more emphasis.  The United States is more than tennis shoes and pop music.  It is therefore absolutely necessary provide this positive influence in all ways and means.  

   I am proud to say that here in Germany, there are many who are making the attempt and succeeding at the challenge of learning our language, as well as understanding the ways in which Americans think and live.  The want and the drive is the determining factor, hence the need for the positive reinforcement. 

   I have been working on ”No Smoking in Public Buildings”, in the hope that the doctors, non smokers, and those bothered by this habit of others will be able to take hold, in order to besiege their places of work, schools and libraries.  

   I would enjoy hearing from you or  your staff.  Any and all help, encouragement and suggestions would be of great help. 

Thank you and have a nice day, 

Michael Thomas Harbuck

The 25th of September, 2000

Mrs.  Albright, 

After a summer at home to visit my family, I have travelled to Europe  once again  to study, learn and start a family of my own.  I would like to try and give you some indication how the americans are percieved here in Germany, and in Europe in general.  I live  in the older center of town in the beautiful city of Heidelberg, where the oldest university in Germany stands.  There are many places in the city it´s self, where many person of  all nationalities congragate to converse and relieve the stresses of their lives.  Unfortunately how the greatest percent of the frequenter to these establishments are viewed must solely be based on the foul language used both in and around theses bars, would be kindly put as not good.  Although there are many good, christian americns living both on and around the military installations in this region, the few bad apples, in the eyes of the local population,  have spoiled the barrel.  As a student of language, who has no documented education in the United States except for a high school diploma, I am appalled at the lack of maturitly of many of those with american diplomas, who here have allowed the distance from home to be reflected not in the grace and strenth of the american founders and pioneers; but in that of the present problems of the modern ages.  

I fully understand that there are processes humans  gradually become aware of, including those of maturity.  The question is then: how best to help these persons along 

this road.  Europa certainly is not utopia; has problems which have to be contended with.  Specifically what yourself, americans and your staff can do in order to combat such gross misuse of the language which we are taught by our mothers you have already done; namely being and doing the best you possibly can.  

Thank you and have a nice day, 

Michael Thomas Harbuck

