


                                                                  The Fourteenth of January


                                                                                  1998


Hi Mom and Dad, 





I know that I havn’t written much, but I am extremely with my studies, So how is everyuone?  Good I’m sure.  I giess I ‘ll give my report, I have a diploma that says I can speak German, but in order to attend the university I have five options, 1.  Go to the city of Heidelberg, where I would attend a preparatory School for entrance, really a highly intensive crasch highschool course, I have no idea how much the costs are, but it’ surely not cheap.  2.  Prepare for the Exam here in Freiburg, and travel to Heidelberg in April, without the guidance of teachers.  3.  Return for a year of study back home, then a minimum of 1300 on the SAT  4.  The same, only with two years of study, and 1050 on the Sat, which I’ve already accomplisched.  To explain the system a bit,  I have passed the first three levels, I don't know the equivalent there, arround German 12, if I had only lerned there.  The next Test is for the Next three levels together, then I have the equivalent of a GED in German, respectivly.  The the next step is the preparation for the german Sat, then I will be able to Study, ezactly as if I was at Rollins or the other large schools.  It seems a bit lang a tedious, but all these processes are necesarry in order to receive the education.  My grades are good, and the teachers at the language school gave me good recomendations for advancementd.  I am tryng dilligently to begin to work, of course I am saving and using money very sparingly, thank goodness the cafetieria is cheap, and tasty too.  The work poosibilities for students ist limited, especially when twenty percent of the population is unemployed.  Hopefully they don’t fill the spot I appleid for, the rules are that I have to wait, to see when a German wants the Job.  I can’t controll these facts.  I have had three promising appointments with the manager, and the student work office won’t help me until I enroll, which is not possible until I take the tests, which are given on a schedule.  In the meanwhile, I can study, and work, when I receive permission, in order to be self-sufficient.  And I have to lern, and be fluent in a third language, French, Italien, or Russian, Greek is also a possibility.  That means that while I do all of these other requirements, I have to study my butt off.  So then.  Thank you for my Christmas money and of course my models, I actually have time to work on them about three times a week, or when I need a break.  It may seem like alot I have to do, but in this atmosphere, things seem to move at lightning speed, I ride my bicycle everday, like every other student here, at least four miles.  I have a public library card, and am digesting as fast as possible, and still retain comprehension.  There are quite a number of foreigners, this is  a multi-cultural town.  The sport possibilities are tremendous, soccer, basketball, and super-dangerous down-hill bike riding, I stay on the easy trails.  A gradien of 30( would not make my day.  And I an enjoying myself, to say that I am not busy would not be possible.  I could spend hours desribing everthing, but I nees to go eat lunch.  I stayed home from the paperwork run-around to write to you.  I’ll go to the library afterwards, and then back here to study.  The Goldenbers are doing good, two birthdays went by, but I did not ask Mrs. Goldenberg how old she is, I like my accomodations.  What else...everthing really hangs on working, they want me to start, all I can do is wait.  I almost forgot, a half year on the university, a semester cost only around 600 dollars, I can afford to pay it myself, and plan to.  Well, hey Andrew, I know you’re kickin butt, so keep up with it, Ave.  I’ll write, and I noticed that my cards stopped arriving, one every once ina while would be nice.  





                


                                                                     Michael 





