Mom, Dad, and Andrew,





Well I have some time to write!  So I’ll do that.  Today I rode to Mannheim again, a very, very diferent type of city in contrast to here.  The Rhein river is the major attraction there, both for tourists and for transportation companies.  The BASF plant is also there, but I have not seen the actual factory.  I guess the comparison best to give would be that of Jacksonville, except that the waterways are canals and rivers, instead of the ocean.  Anyway, it’s quite a ride? All flat, but fun.  The nearest planetarium is there, and as soon as I find someone who actually likes to go to it, I’ll go see a show, if not then I will go alone.  I found an old bicycle here in the yard, and bought two tubes for ist, and fixed ot up, so I have a ‘mountain bike’!  The gentleman who I have been working for hasn’t needed me for a week, and the restaurant hasn’t been able to let me work either, but I have to stay busy, so I am working with the materiel the teachers gave me, and have gone to the library to research all of the subjects.  The weather has changed drastically, and is diferent from Freibourg, where the sun schone alot, here it’s overcast and hazy, and the temperatur has already dropped to fifty at night.  I’m still trying to figure out if summer is over, or this is only a preview of the fall.  I went for a ride with my freind Dietlend, and she showed me some of the paths in the hills, the veiw of the castle from above is spectacular!  The monks at the monastary are hillarious!  They all work from sun up to sun down, and sell their products to the public, milk, cheese, and alot of flowers, they definitely have a mind of their own!  The news here reported on the hurricane, I bet everyone is super glad that after the fires in the sommer, that mother nature didn’t pay another visit!  It was reportes that not as much damage as expected occured, but theres probably still alot of work to be done there.  My computer has been acting up, some type of disk error, and the guys at the computer shop are unable to fix it, but the error appears only now and then, so I’m babying it.  As long as I can write on it I’m fine.  One thing to mention is that as I was leaving the repair shop, an anmerican gentlenman came in and needed some help.  After a conversation, he told me that he worked for a swiss form and that I may be able to help them with their ocsilloscope company, I attempted to be as professional as possible, even though I was only wearing jeans, but he seemed more impressed with my knowledge of the language to notice what I was wearing.  I have a meeting in two weeks with him, and am anxious to see what they have to offer.  I so have knowledge of three of the major cities, and other advantages, espcially while I able to converse on a technical level in both englisch and german, I can’t wait until I have the same level in french, then what?  Anyway, I will send my report on the meeting, and let you know how it went.  Uh, Dad, is it appropriate to ask for the companies purpose contract?  All large companies have them.  I am building my first model from my own plans that I am drawing, it costs the same, and I have a better vareity of planes to choose from, as I kann buy the plastik models that cost the same as a beer, and change the scale, in order to build a balsa model.  Pretty fun, and I thought that I couldn’t draw!  Time to go, I am applying to a United Nations study programm, and have to write a letter to them.  Ü.  





love, Michael





