Mom, Dad, and Andrew,





Phew! Where to begin...from the beginning.  I am sending you copies of the admissions papers, so that you can see that I was accepted.  I had to pick them up today before I move tomorrow, to avoid having to stay an extra week here in Freiburg.  Last week an Sunday I travelled by train to Heidelberg,(on the weekends there is a special train pass, which costs 17.00, with which you can travel where and when you want, but it’s only good for two days), I stayed at the youth hostel, and on Monday I found the room in the dormitory in the middle of the older part of town, acctually, it’s in the campus.  It’s a very old tavern that was renovated, and I will be living with six other students, all of us have a fairly large room, and the kitchen is in the center.  From the street it’s not even noticable, but after you go through the huge oaken gates, there’s a small yard.  The other students are nice, and I geuss I was voted in.  I have a contract for the room until september, but I need to apply for the room myself.  I am really a subcontracted form the student renter.  The castle is only one hill up, and it’s unbelievable.  The old part of town is nice, with alot if tourists, but they keep to themselves, and let us study, as long as they don’t get lost!  Not too far away is Mannheim, a large insustrial city, (with a planetarium), and later on after I work, I’ll go explore.  I have already lernt the tranportation system, and know where they all go,(mostly from riding around!)  The Observatory is south of the center of the city, and I plan to visit.  I have alrady been to the unemployment office, and need to go again on this coming Monday, as well as register.  Moving wasn’t too bad, but I will miss the Geldenbergs.  I am lucky enough to be able to carry everything I have, but have to leave my models behind, until I can come back for them, I’ll probably make two trips on this weekend, then that will take care of the travelling aspect.  The cafeteria costs the same, and they have milk!  The overall atmosphere is better, ut I have alredy found out, that the serious students stay away from those who only want to be seen in the old buildings.  There are two sections of the university, an the new one being near the hospital, and there is where I will take classes, until I am allowed to attend the seminars.  Actually a Doctor gave me permission to attend them, even astronomy, if I want, but they wont count, until I mive up a level.  I am glad to be able to live with only German students, and we all are able to make ourselves to each othert understood, even with the different studies.  Almost every student is required to take theology for a semester, on the basis, that the church was the major influence on the academic world, in fact, they grounded the fundamental lerning, and the higher lerning.  After a semester, as I applied for Philosophie, I will receive another admission to the phiosophie section.  I am required to study all religeons, read the bible, in German, and to be able to give my insights and opinions in writing.  I wil concentrate in the evolution the Greeks implemented, as they where the first Eurpoeans to translate the first ‘Long Novel’,


and then an Thesis paper.  That concludes the first semester.  But first I have to finish ‘Highschool.”  Which is the equivalent of the AA there.  I am consoled by the fact that I am not the only student who has had a ‘late start’, in fact, a majority of the student are only one or two years ahead, and of the same age.  I have been enjoying reading Allistair Mclean, and some science-fiction in my free time, it’s nice to have a break from the hundred syllable words!  My season pass for the pool ‘paid for it’self’.  That means that I went enough times to save some money.  There are two pools in Heidelberg, but the season passes are expensive.  I will eventually need a bycle, but am having no problems with the one the teacher at the school lent me, I will be taking it with me.  I disconnected the rear derailleur, so I could have a better work out, and on the hills I detroyed the top gear, not bad huh! Stipped the teeth right off, and the chain WAS properly adjusted. (Not like I’m ready for le tour de France)  But I gained some muscle mass from it.  I’ll be riding everyday to and from the school, along the river banks, it’s really nice.  There’s also alot more traffic, that means more fun too.  Well, I need to go, I think I have coveres everything.  I didn’t call on Sunday, because I forgot to take the card with the numbers on it.  But I like to write.  Here is my new address.  





Herrn Michael Thomas Harbuck 


Heumarkt 3 / Zimmer (Zm.) 2-6-7


D-69117 Heidelberg





Heumarkt means straw market, I guess they used to sell animal food on it.  





Ü








Love, Michael 





P.S. I almost forgot...Doesn’t it get your goat when your watch battery goes dead!


         You look at it, then a hour later you havn’t gained any time!  ( The new one         


         costed $10.00.  But I fretted a whole afternoon!)  








