Michael Thomas Harbuck


Kirner Straße 16 


D-79117 Freiburg


Deutschland





Hello Mom, Dad, and Andrew, 





I hope everybody is doing well, and I saw in the newspaper, that it has finally rained in Florida, I was becoming a little scared for you.  The damage is quite severe, but I’m sure the rains will extinguish the fires before too long.  Susan is doing well I hear, she sent me a post card from Gulf Shores, and said she is having fun.  I should go ahead and plan to come home for the graduations, so please send me the dates as soon as possible.  Ok, I have earned a place at the oldest university in Germany, the University of Heidelberg, and am allowed to study in the next semester.  Yeah!!!!  That is actually quite a feat, and I am proud of myself, all of my studying has finally paid off!  Now I have to double it!  The admission is free, that means that I was given a scholarship....really it’s free for all students, but the honor of studying there is overwhelming!  And not easy, you should see all of the requirements!  I was totally amazed at the atmosphere there, and extremely impressed with both the teachers, and the city.  Heidelberg is bigger than Freiburg, but cleaner, and with a MUCH more professional attitude!  That pleases me to no end, especially because of the possibility to see the observatory, and also I’ll be able to take astronomy in my free time, for free!  The total cost per semester is 100 dollars, and that is for the student services and maintenance.  Books, however are not included...so I will need to buy books, and food, and of course rent, but I met a computer programmer by the name of Oliver, who has a apartment in the old section of the downtown, and might be able to subrent from him.  I am extremely exited!  I can hardly believe that I did it!  The preparation for study, lasts one semester, then I the preliminary test, then after four semesters I will have another, a “mittle test”, and then I have to turn in my thoery paper...then I will have graduation, and a ‘Magister Articum’, from the University of Heidelberg, which is nothing to be scoffed at.  The Doctor in the admissions office said I can choose a university, but  I think I will like it there best.  After the first two years I am required to teach, which will definitely be interesting!   I have already begun to study the material for the first test....in February...and am working diligently.  It takes time, especially because I am required to learn French an Greek, but I can do it!  I already have a good beginning with the French grammar, thanks to Mrs. Goldenberg, and the Greek I study as well.  The letter of recommendation from my teacher, who is from g Greece, played a large role in my becoming this opportunity.  As soon as possible I will be moving there, that is really not a problem, its a gift!  I need to go swim, I’ll call and write!  Nothing else has really had a precedence, so I don’t have anything else to write about, but I can say that I am super exited!  





Love, 





Michael








