                                                   The Eighth of May, 1999


Dear Boys and Girls,





I am very glad that everyone is enjoying the  little toys, I hope that you have the time to play with them, as I know everyone is studying and doing homework.  You will all be in a higher grade next year, and there will be even more to learn and see, and experience.  So please do well!  


I was overwhelmed at the cards that all of you sent me for Easter!  Wow, I could not have asked for anything better!  And then again for my Birthday! 


Spring has arrived here too, only a little slower than there in Florida, you will learn why later on in science.  The trees are all green and have very pretty blooms on them.  There are lots of birds here too, and they love to sing, from early in the morning until the sun goes down, and then sometimes even longer.  There are little ones, and big ones, and all colors too.  They go worm and food hunting all day long, but sometimes I think they take a break for a nap after lunch, because then is when they are most quiet.  After a rain last week, I was walking along, on the sidewalk, and there, to my amazement, on the way up the hill on the sidewalk was an enormous snail, who had come out in the ‘nice’ weather, (they love the rain,) to find himself something to eat.  Of course I stopped to talk to him, and see what he was doing, but he was too busy eating grass to notice me.  Later on, on the same day, I met him again, and he was still in the same place.  He must have liked it there.  Today I went for a walk in the gardens at the castle.  In the ponds there, there are thousands of tadpoles, just waiting to turn into frogs, as well as salamanders.  I wanted to catch one, (a salamander), but  I forgot to take a jar with me.  So I have to wait until next time.  


What have all of you noticed there?  Did anyone plant any flowers?  Has anyone seen any tree frogs?  I bet all of you can answer yes to one of these questions.  I am studying too, like all of you, and the questions that I have to answer are sometimes really hard, but I just remember, that I can, just like all of you.  I hope everyone has a nice summer, and I will write more again.  








Sincerely, with fun attached,








Michael Thomas Harbuck








