Mr. Michael Thomas Harbuck 

Sankt Anton Straße 1
82467 Garmisch-Partenkirchen

Sister Daniel Elizabeth, 

Having now read two of the letter that you had written to my Mom,  (I am not old enough yet to use “mother”), I decided to write you and tell you a bit about what I am doing, and where I am.  

The question is; whether or not I have a comparable fishing story, please fish from the bank, and not from above. 

In 1998 or so I decided to teach myself another language, and chose (if it did not choose me) German.  My determination as well as God given talent has brought me forth onto a new continent.  At first there was a great unknowing which had to be overcome, but with hard work and truth this can all be conquered.  To enter into a culture, is a combination of accepting aspects, as well as challenging characteristics of people, religion, and history.  Being accepted is not a matter of past achievements but of future personal and social goals.

There is really no way to sum up five years of study in one letter, so more will have to follow. 

I began to write daily, which not only gave me the strength and confidence toward new areas I had never imagined possible, this also allowed me to forge new and better associations to fundamentals which where once the staple of man’s knowledge.  My rediscovery of nature and her fascinating places, art and animals has become a great joy.  I just remember that God made everything !  I have had the opportunity to live in three of the most beautiful places in Germany.  There are so many Sisters Houses here, and so many churches!  Wow.  The cathedrals count as the wonders of the middle ages.  There are also numerous caritative organisations, in the big cities to the cow villages, which help persons in need.  

Respect for the elders and the elderly seems to have attained a higher priority here, which always fills me with good thoughts.  I hope that other young persons as well as myself will insure it’s continuation.  

On occasion I am gripped by one or two days of home sickness, whose symptoms include a yearning for a hamburger or steak, and to see my family.  

