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Two Religions Emerge Victorious
Explaining the mysteries of existence has been an occupation for the human race from the first frightening lightning strike which drove the early humans to cover under nearest rock outcropping, under which our frail bodies received an assemblance of protection, when even if only psychologically appeased.   As time passed, and civilizations formed, a higher brain function was perhaps unable to release the primordial fear and need to explain the occurrences around himself, and he began to search, once again, for the answers to the question of what at this time in development received the designation:  Religion.  In the following, two cultural literature sources of the Roman Empire as well as the early Islamic World will be analyzed and compared, while an overall conclusion will be presented as the final section of this short essay.  The first of the text sources consists of a responsive letter to the Emperor Valentinian of the Roman Empire as received from a man named Ambrose, who was a Bishop and prominent church leader of the newly decreed state religion of Christianity.  Ambrose has since been canonized for which he is now addressed as Saint Ambrose.  As the nature of this letter demands, it is here acknowledged as being written in the year of our Lord, Three Hundred and Twenty.  The second of the source material pieces is taken from the equivalent of the Islamic Bible, or the Quran.  This work is considered to be that of a single prophet, Mohammed, P.B.U.H., whose vision(s) and revelation(s) began the era of Islam in the year 612.  Two particular, out of the 114 themed chapters or sura(s), are sampled here in order to be able to highlight, as well as bring forth into discussion, the detail of accounts, happenings, and repercussions that they contain.   
Being officially a bit under three hundred years from each other in age, whereby the Christian literature being the older of the two documents, the letter from Saint Ambrose contains, in the translation from the Latin original, six distinct sections or short paragraphs.   Correspondence between two factions to a mutual mediator would be the best description for this essay-like writing from the oppositional patriarch, regarding the proposed physical reinsertion of the Goddess Victory, and her altar into the chambers of the Roman Senate, who at this point also coincidentally is the one of the prominent figures of the recently fathered state theological doctrine.   
The opening statement delivered by the Bishop strikes into the stout and imperial heart of the military leader who has control of the armies; thus Velentinian wields great power.  His likening of the Caesar (pronounced: ‘ky-ser) Velentinian to a common Roman soldier, who thusly, as God as his commander and chief, must dutifully adhere to each word and orated order, reminds the Emperor of his place in the material world of his new religion on the Earth as a subjugate of God.  In order to soften the blow which St. Ambrose has dealt his brother in Christian subjugation, he continues in the second section of his letter of reply with an appeasing statement which will make either decision both correct and wrong contemporaneously: “And if, in fine, he does not attain (to worship in faith and devotion) to this at least he ought not to give any countenance to the worship of idols and to the profane ceremonies.” (Ambrose’s Response Lines 11-12).  At last, contained within the last sentence, the threat of the wrath of God is insinuated, within a phrase which mentions that no one can deceive God.  
The third section contains the rebuild of the previously nether torn Emperor in the form of his full title within the first sentence.  Once again honor and duty are thrust into the psyche of Valentinian.  However, when the soul of the Emperor cannot be reached, then mention of his use of monies, both public and private can certainly bring him to reality.  
Fourthly the theoretical and logical character of a powerful man and leader must be appealed to in an orderly and formal manner through example and conditional statement which cannot go unchallenged.  Compassion is also a theme of this comparatively long paragraph, which could be viewed as the body of Ambrose’s letter.  Persecution of the Christians, which the Romans had quite lividly enjoyed in the past, is used as leverage against the conscience of the Emperor, who now is purported to be a compassionate and devout Christian.  
The fifth small paragraph is a cowardly plea in which Ambrose literally implores his master not to return to the old ways.  Faith is demanded by the priest of Christ.  Finally, the cry to the dead hero in the final section, to the Emperor Thodosius, who should be honored and heeded by a Christian decision, along with another mention of faith, ends the letter.

One of the most read, honored and cherished books in all of history is the origin of the second source for this essay:  The Quran.  The mere mention of this work conjures up images of violence, beheading, beautiful belly dancers, and Allah, of whom no one has seen a picture of.  Later in History, the misunderstandings of this prophesy would be the starting factor to a series of wars and interreligious strife.  The divine plan of Allah, or God, is revealed in this prophetic epic unto a former businessman, who will bring the word of God brought through himself to millions of human beings, entering into the category of modern world religion nearly 1500 years ago.  
Interestingly, the names of the suras and or individual poems, if you will allow, of the Quran, have names, which, for anyone unfamiliar with them, seem quite strange.  Some of the suras have names derived from animals, some from other objects in nature, some are abstract, and some reflect a feeling one might have as a reaction to a cause.   
The first of these, which is discussed here, is the sura-tul fatiha, or The Fatiha, meaning simply “the opening.’”  The recognition and intent when learning or reading the Quran, is reflected in the omnipresent opening line or supplication to Allah before each official sura is read;   “In the name of God the Compassionate and Caring.”  The recognition through naming Allah is very important and reoccurs many times in many places of the Quran.  The “Opening” is not lacking in praise by means of honoring names, while at the same time shows how earnest the words contained within this work are viewed.  Show us the right path,… lead us along the straight and narrow way:  Supplicating to a higher power for help to control those things which we cannot.  The second of these textual divisions is the sura-tul najm, or The Star.  Interestingly written in the third person, The Star is an account of the prophets meetings with a supposed mystical figure who descends to Earth.  The Prophet, at first, does not believe what he has seen, however in the latter of the verses, it is clear after a second appearance, that “the heart which did not lie in what it saw” (Quran: The Star: Ln. 11) now has realized that he has been blessed with a visit from Allah.  

The final source from the Quran, which will be used here, is “The Testament,” the 98th of the suras of the Quran.   The message has been delivered to those whom the prophet has deemed worthy to receive it.  A first passage maintains that there were those who had received the message of the prophet who had denied the new teachings.   The Testament, as an object, is not defined , yet only inferred to as a commandment from a source unknown which urges to be sincere in their worship, perform (the) prayer, and to share what they have with others.  The following unit damns those who do not heed this command, referring to those who perform the prayer actions “the best of creation”, while the last verse tells of reward for the faith in the commanded actions.   
The societal differences between the two cultures, the Roman cities and colonies versus the semi-nomadic Arabic tribes, out of which these two variant sources have been chosen, could not be any larger; nevertheless, both aspects of similarity and difference can be gleaned from the knowledge contained within.  
While the letter from Ambrose attempts to negate a threatening return to the older religious beliefs at a perhaps weak time at the wane of the Roman Empire, the intense reinforcement of positive imagery as well as promise of reward within the early Mohhamadanic era clearly attempts to provoke change with promise of benefit and compensation.  Older writings and teachings, upon which Christianity and Islam rooted themselves during their respective formations, teach monotheism, or the belief in a single deity.  The pair of written sources are an indirect attempt to throw off polytheism, and remaining polytheistic resistance, that had been the religious model in core areas such as in the Roman Senate, and the fringing villages and nomads of the Arabian tribes.  
The response from Ambrose on the reinstatement of Victory in to the Senate house and protocol is written in a much more noticeable political tone.  The appeal to the Emperor not to refer back to something, which may have been advantageous in the past, emphasizes that change had already been made.  Also, with the loss of religious power on the part of the Christian Church, Ambrose may have suffered economic loss, or perhaps, loss of political power, with an upsurge of the remaining bastions of the old gods.  On the other hand, the Quran as a whole, including the three excerpts used in this analysis, is written, the author being a “Messenger of God”, in a manner where all men are to read it and benefit from it.  There is no immediate political tone present in the suras of the Quran, which may or may not have been present.  The Quran and Mohammed proclaim change, the promise of a new life.
These two men’s writings strive towards the same overall goal, to strengthen and hold a lesser known or new religious dogma in place, and bring forth a new type of religion to human beings in the form of monotheism.  The motivations for the authoring of the two pieces may or may not have been remotely similar at the inner level of the society, however the importance to the society was not apparent in the writings themselves, where unfortunately not enough information is apparent.  It is after the fact in history, that the repercussions can be fully studied, albeit from the long distance of more than a millennium and a half. 
