EUH 1000

Western Civilization to 1600

One of the best tools for a historian is materials produced by individuals who lived through the period that is being studied.  The further back in time one goes, the more scarce documents become, making those few documents very valuable in understanding various aspects of past societies.   You will be responsible for writing two (2) papers during the course of the semester in which you use primary documents to learn about the society that produced them. Each topic that you can choose from contains a pairing of documents from two historical periods or two contemporary cultures.  When reading the documents, keep in mind the elements that make them important in the development of the idea in the topic for that pairing and in understanding the culture/society that it has been produced by.   When writing be sure you are thinking about these questions: What society produced this document?  How does this document help you better understand the society that produced it? When is this document being produced? Is the idea different, or the same, in both documents?  Why is this issue important?   Do NOT focus on the individual in the sources or even on the events that are taking place, but rather focus on what it says about the society in relation to the topic. Do NOT simply summarize the documents.  Summary only answers what, analysis answers why. Answering why is the most important element of this assignment in understanding how these societies understand themselves. I also do not want your opinion, only your objective analysis. See the syllabus for the due date for each paper.
Paper 1: Choose 1 from the following 3 topics.

1. Views/Roles of Women 


(Pgs. 65: In Defense of Manly Honor; 106: Status
 and Discrimination: Roman Women)
2. Leadership and Warfare             

(Pgs. 79: The Conquest of New Lands: Alexander; 








116: Toward Empire: Julius Caesar)

3. Religion




(Pgs. 139: Ambrose’s Response; 153: The 
Foundations of Islam) 

Paper 2: Choose 1 from the following 3 topics.

1. The Crusades



(Pgs. 195: Calling the First Crusade; 197: Arab 




Response to the First Crusade)
2. Persecution

(Pgs. 130: Persecuting a New Religion; 233: The 
Rise of Anti-Semitism)

3. Rights of the Cities



(Pgs. 188: Medieval Cities; 241: Bureaucratic 
Institutions)
Only papers submitted through Sakai will be accepted.  Papers need to be a minimum of 1000 words long, please do not exceed 1200 words.  They should be double-spaced, using standard margins, and Times New Roman Font, size 12, or its equivalent.  Since this is a Gordon Rule paper, correct spelling and the proper use of the English language is required. I will be grading you on content, spelling and grammar. This is a scholarly paper, so do NOT use slang, contractions, or first person.  At the top of your paper, include your name and an accurate word count, failure to do so will result in a 5 point deduction. Your paper must be named in the following manner:  Last Name_First Name.doc   Failure to do so will result in a 5 point penalty. 

Papers will only be accepted up to one week after their due date.  After that time a score of 0 will be assigned. There will be a 5 point penalty for each day that the paper is late.  If it is not submitted to Sakai at the start of class it is late. You may ONLY use the document source book or the equivalent e-source book. You may NOT use the internet to help write this paper.
